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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (Chris Chidlaw): I would have to
say so far so good in 2010. Our hard working committees have
done a   fantastic job so far this year. You can read on and see
what the special events, government affairs and education
committees are up to as well as MCHA's ongoing efforts in being
"the  Voice of the Hospitality Community".

(more from Chris)

MEMBERSHIP:  This year we have welcomed in 19 new members to MCHA for a
total of 271 members so far. You can visit our website and see a complete and
updated list of our membership, click here and download the roster in a
PDF.   Remember, when choosing a business or supplier to always refer to the
membership roster for active members with hospitality related products and
services.  You'd be surprised at the breadth MCHA members have to offer.
 

(more on membership programs)

NEW MEMBER WELCOME: 
 
Avendra, LLC Mackerel Jack's
Burnett EcoEnergy Monterey Movie Tours
Carmel Business Sales Pierce Ranch Vineyards
Coastal TV Network (KYMB) Propark
Culligan Water Conditioning S.F.M.P. Media
DMC Restoration & Remodel Sunset Center
eLab Communications US Foodservice
Ioannou-Fong & Assc. Visual Aids Electronics
Islands Wells Fargo

Kitchen Studio  

 

(more details on new members)

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS: 2010 has been an exciting year so far for
Government Affairs activities. The economy continues to recover, however slowly,
and California’s in the midst of budget crisis.   You can garner an overview of the
challenges and actions our committee continues to take on protecting the hospitality
industry's interest by.........
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(read more)

EVENTS
ANNUAL DINNER:  It was a root'en, toot'en, stomping   party of the year!! 
MCHA’s Annual Dinner took place on Friday, March 26th, 2010 at the beautiful
Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa....

(read more)

EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION DAY: Held on May 25th, 2010, at the Monterey
County Fairgrounds. This is a fun day of recreation provided by local businesses
that donate FREE activities for the hardworking employees in the hospitality industry
to enjoy. The day was a huge....

(read more)
Official EAD 2010 Results

GOLF TOURNAMENT: The 20th Annual Nick Lombardo Memorial Golf
Tournament to be held on Thursday, October 21st, 2010 at
Bayonet/Blackhorse.   Called the most fun  local golf tournament around - Mark your
calendars - this is an event you can't miss!
 

Click for 2009 results
Click for 2009 Pictures

22nd HOSPITALITY RECOGNITION LUNCH: Special recognition of
your  exceptional  employees! This years lunch will be held on Tuesday, November
2nd, 2010 at the Monterey Conference Center. Don't miss this opportunity to thank
and recognize your employees in front of their peers, co workers and elected
officials.

(read & see more)

CALENDAR:

August 10th General membership Lunch
August 20th MCBPAC Fundraiser
September 29th Food Safety Education Seminar
October 21st Annual Golf Tournament
November 2nd Hospitality Recognition Lunch

 (full calendar)

CONTACT US:
 
Bonnie Adams Exec. Dir MCHA
P.O. Box 223542
Carmel, CA 93922
(831) 626-8636 fax (831)626-4269
info@mcha.net
www.mcha.net 
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I would have to say so far so good in 2010. We’ve had a
fantastic annual dinner thanks to Mia McKee and her great
committee. Gerard Mattimoe and a bunch of hard working
volunteers once again put on a tremendous Employee
Appreciation Day and congratulations to the Monterey
Plaza Hotel and Spa for winning the overall competition.
The education committee held is first “events” panel to
inform our front line employees on different events going

on in the area. Our second one will be held in September and we look
forward to another great panel discussion.

Of course our Government affairs committee led by our Government Affairs
Director Bob McKenzie has been very, very busy. We have been working
extremely hard on the water situation in our county, opening up Monterey
for competitive Taxi service, endorsing political candidates who understand
the value of our Hospitality community, engaging in a new process to
improve and revitalize downtown Monterey and a host of many other
subjects. We have also established a new Task Force to tell the hospitality
“story” to our public officials and our community.

Coming up the Golf committee will be getting busy putting on our annual
tournament to be held at Bayonet/Blackhorse on October 21st. John Lloyd
and his committee are already working on this years annual Hospitality
Recognition Luncheon to be held November 2.

I would like to thank all of our members for their continued membership and
service, thanks to our great Board members and our executive committee
and of course our Executive Director Bonnie Adams for your dedication and
hard work this year. I have a good feeling we will have a most successful
end of the year.

Chris
 
Chris Chidlaw
President, MCHA
Owner, Chidlaw Marketing
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Membership:   This year we have welcomed in 19 new members to
MCHA for a total of 271 members so far; mostly restaurants, private
businesses and individual memberships.     MCHA is only as strong as it's
members.   Help our membership grow, if you know of someone who could
benefit from being involved with MCHA please have him or her call Chidlaw
Marketing at 641-0657.
 
To see a complete and updated list of our membership, you can click here
and download the roster in a PDF.   Remember, when choosing a
business or supplier to always refer to the membership roster for active
members with hospitality related products and services.   You'd be surprised
at the breadth the MCHA membership has to offer.
 
Web site advertising:   Banner display advertising is now available on
our new and improved web site.   Banner placement is available on the
FRONT PAGE and individual pages.   The cost for one year on the FRONT
PAGE is only $500 and $250 for the individual pages.   For information
please contact the MCHA Administrative office at 626-8636.
 

E Newsletter advertising:   We are excited to present our new
newsletter format.   We hope you find it easier to read and navigate.  We will
publish two e newsletters per year.   Advertising is available for $150 per
“issue”.   For information please contact the MCHA Administrative office at

626-8636.
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Avendra, LLC Greg Young (707)695-8272

Burnett EcoEnergy Danielle Ticoulat-Bowers (831)250-7025

Carmel Business Sales Michael Russell (831)915-7317

Coastal TV Network (KYMB) Juliana Cocola (831)899-2727

Culligan Water Conditioning Mike Herbert (831)755-0500

DMC Restoration & Remodel Jason Harms (831)656-1600

eLab Communications Will Elkadi (831)375-7600

Ioannou-Fong & Assc. Joan Ioannou (408)904-8711
Islands Brett Werner (831)655-1552

Kitchen Studio Jillian Clark (831)899-3303

Mackerel Jack's Elizabeth Dankworth (831)655-3691

Monterey Movie Tours Doug Lumsden (831)372-6278

Pierce Ranch Vineyards Josh Pierce (831)372-8900

Propark Ron McDaniel (831)375-4500

S.F.M.P. Media Linda Almini (831)402-3915

Sunset Center Peter Lesnik (831)620-2040

US Foodservice Mark Huber (831)402-9967

Visual Aids Electronics Matt Bollwinkel (831)657-6691

Wells Fargo Becky Venard (831)647-4558
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MCHA Government Affairs Mid-year Update

Download PDF File

July 2010

Government Affairs Director Bob McKenzie

An exciting year so far!

2010 has been an exciting year so far for Government Affairs activities.  The
economy continues to recover, however slowly, and California’s in the midst
of budget crisis umpty-odd in a series!

State Senate election coming in August

Former State Senator Abel Maldonado was recently confirmed as Lieutenant
Governor, opening up the remainder of his term as 15th District Senator.  
The two main contenders for the special election to fill that seat are former
Assemblymember John Laird and Assemblymember and former Assembly
Republican Leader Sam Blakeslee.   MCHA enthusiastically endorses Sam
Blakeslee; he’s a far superior choice to represent our industry and us. 
Please cast your ballot for Sam Blakeslee for Senate on August 17th!

A Regional Taxi Authority is almost a reality!

Although it’s taken far too long (over ten years!), a Regional Taxi Authority
is almost a reality.   All the Peninsula cities have voted to join the RTA, with
Monterey being the latest and last of the Peninsula cities to join, Salinas
joining on July 13th and Marina expected to join on July 20th.   The County
of Monterey will take up the issue in the next few weeks.  The ten-plus year
struggle to make sense of taxi service for residents and visitors, especially
in Monterey, is finally finished.   This has been a major focus for MCHA this
year.   An initial meeting of the RTA is scheduled for early August and things
should get rolling soon after that.  Monterey-Salinas Transit will convene the
meeting and contract with a mobility management firm to provide the
administrative services needed for the RTA.

About the Cease and Desist Order

Unfortunately, the San Jose court now in charge of the challenges to the
State Water Resources Control Board Cease and Desist Order against Cal
Am has reinstated the order.   The ramp down on water use in the order is
tolerable this year because of the water use conservation efforts
spearheaded by MCHA and the hospitality industry.   But more ramp downs
loom next year and the year after.   It will be a struggle to meet the water
reductions in the order, especially if the hospitality industry continues to
recover from the recession with increased lodging occupancies and food
and beverage sales increasing.   Later this year the hearings on the order
will commence, but they could take a long time; in the meantime the order
is in effect.
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So how about the Regional Water Project?

The Public Utilities Commission held Public Participation Hearings in
Monterey and Seaside on the Regional Water Project in late June and
MCHA presented extensive oral and written testimony in support of the
RWP.   The PUC is expected to issue a draft ruling in October and a final
ruling in November.   The RWP is new ground for the PUC.   RWP is a
unique public-private partnership of Cal Am, Marina Coast Water District
and the Monterey County Water Resources Agency.  Cal Am is a regulated
water utility subject to PUC jurisdiction, but the two government agencies,
MCWD and MCWRA are not.   Many groups – MCHA, the Monterey
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce, Citizens’ for Public Water, the Public
Trust Alliance, the Surfrider Foundation and many others, support the RWP. 
Unfortunately, the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District and the
PUC’s Division of Ratepayer Advocates, although both claiming to support
the RWP, have refused so far to sign-on to the Water Purchase Agreement
which is a necessary part of the RWP so Cal Am can acquire and deliver
water to the Peninsula.   MPWMD contends it should have a say in the
construction of the desal plant which is the centerpiece of the RWP and the
source of the water Cal Am needs to meet the mandate of the SWRCB’s
Cease and Desist Order.   This is ironic since MPWMD several years ago
opted out of the process that lead to the development of the RWP.   The
usual suspects on the Peninsula that have not given up on their efforts to
delay or defeat the RWP join MPWMD in its effort.   Because of the formal
opposition of MPWMD and DRA, the PUC proceedings are taking longer
than they otherwise would have to.   Nevertheless, MCHA continues to work
for approval of RWP.   If the PUC ruling is favorable, the project managers
believe it can be built and delivering water to the Peninsula by 2014, in time
to save water users from the devastation of the water cutbacks in the CDO.

Revitalize downtown Monterey?

MCHA has joined with Monterey Commercial Property Owners' Association
and others to fight the revitalization of downtown Monterey that includes
addressing the deficiencies of the Monterey Conference Center; with partial
success so far.   The architecture firm Wald, Ruhnke and Dost proposed a
revitalization scheme last year and laid out the necessary ingredients for
this effort.   MCHA argued with the Monterey City Council that the
revitalization effort should be the highest priority for Monterey.  The Council
agreed but declined to embrace the "Ruhnke" plan in concept.  MCHA will
continue to work aggressively with MCPOA and other like-minded groups on
this critical must do effort.

Local elections coming in November

All the cities (except Carmel), the Airport District, and several special
districts will hold elections for mayor, councilmembers and Board members
in November.   In all, almost three dozen seats will be up for grabs.  Look
for MCHA endorsements later this year.

Get involved in issues critical to business vitality and
viability!!!

The Government Affairs Committee tracks issues critical to the near- and
long-term viability and vitality of our businesses and our communities and
works hard to assure policies implemented at the local level are consistent
with that goal. Plan to attend a Government Affairs meeting and learn how
you can be involved influencing issues of vital concern to our industry and
business and community interests generally. 

Government Affairs meets the first Thursday of each month at 8:30 am at
InterContinenntal The Clement on Cannery Row in Monterey.   Once in a



Government Affairs
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while the meeting is rescheduled to a different Thursday or different location
to avoid conflicts, so contact Government Affairs Director Bob McKenzie
(bobmac@qwestnet or 642-9809) or MCHA Executive Director Bonnie
Adams (info@mcha.net or 626-8636) to be sure of the next meeting date
and location (or check the MCHA website, where meeting notices and
agendas are posted: http://www.mcha.net )

©2009 MCHA • P.O. Box 223542 • Carmel,  California 93922 • Phone 831-626-8636 • Fax 831-626-4269 • info@mcha.net
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ANNUAL DINNER: It was a root'en, toot'en, stomping   party of the
year!!   MCHA’s Annual Dinner took place on Friday, March 26th, 2010
at the beautiful Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa.   We honored our 2010
President Chris Chidlaw of Chidlaw Marketing and our 2009 Hospitality
Professional of the Year Bob Brower of Chateau Julien Wine Estate.. 
Thanks to all who helped and participated in one great round up! 

Click for 2010 Pictures

EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION DAY: (EAD): Tuesday May 25th, 2010,
Monterey County Fairgrounds.   This is a fun day of recreation provided by
local businesses that donate FREE activities for the hardworking
employees in the hospitality industry to enjoy. The day is a huge MCHA
member celebration where staff from Monterey County Hotels, restaurants
and businesses will be treated to complimentary kayaking at Monterey Bay
Kayaks and Adventures by the Sea; equestrian exploits at Pebble Beach
Company, golf from Bayonet and Blackhorse, Quail Lodge Golf Course,
whale watching with Chris’ Fishing and Randy’s trips, Monterey Bay
Aquarium Tickets, Monterey Sports Center Tickets, and a host of other fun
events, including Doug’s Movie Tours.. What better way to say thanks to
the hard working individuals in hospitality?

Click to read more
Official EAD 2010 Results

GOLF TOURNAMENT: The 20th Annual Nick Lombardo Memorial Golf
Tournament to be held on Thursday, October 21st, 2010 at
Bayonet/Blackhorse.   Called the  most fun  local golf tournament around -
Mark your calendars - this is an event you can't miss!

Click for 2009 results
Click for 2009 Pictures

HOSPITALITY RECOGNITION LUNCH Special recognition of
your exceptional employees!   This years lunch will be held on Tuesday,
November 2nd, 2010 at the Monterey Conference Center.  Don't miss
this opportunity to thank and recognize your employees in front of their
peers, co workers and elected officials.

Click for 2009 awards
Click for 2009 Pictures
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MONTEREY COUNTY HOSPITALITY ASSOCIATION
EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION DAY and Soccer Tournament
Tuesday May 25th, 2010 Monterey County Fairgrounds

Click for official results

Monterey, CA – On Tuesday, May 25, 2010 the Monterey County Hospitality
Association held its 14th Annual Employee Appreciation Day at the
Monterey Fairgrounds. The event celebrated the hospitality workforce of
Monterey County, the unsung heroes who make our community a premier
destination. The employees were treated to a fun day of recreation,
competition and camaraderie. This year 850 attendees showed up to rally
their teams in Monterey’s own version of the World Cup Soccer and team
events between MCHA member businesses.

A little rainfall did not stifle the Soccer or the activities. Under the watchful
eyes of Mazda Raceway’s Connor and Melvyn a soccer tournament weaved
it’s way through teams, goals and to the eventual winner of the second
annual tournament- The Portola Hotel and Spa. 

During the day, employees participated in recreational activities that include
kayaking, whale watching, golf, movie tours and visiting area attractions such
as the Monterey Bay Aquarium and the Sports Center. Mazda Raceway
Laguna Seca provided 2400 tickets to The American LeMans races on
Sunday 23rd and MST provided free weekly bus passes.

Thanks to all of our sponsors who provided the opportunity to do
recreational activities at no charge.

Paula Calvetti and an army of volunteers provided delivery of the food
component for the day which the General Managers then prepared under
the watchful eyes of Tom Glidden and Gordon Chin. 

After the recreation activities, “friendly” competitions between area hotels
and restaurants took place to award first place bragging rights. The
competition results for bed making, food & beverage, bellman, bartender
and napkin folding are listed later. 

Congratulations to the “Overall Winner for Excellence in Service”. This year
the Monterey Plaza Hotel and Spa beat the best of the best in competitions
to take home the annual trophy. Well done John Narigi and his team.

This year a very special annual award was presented to recognize team
spirit.   “The Gloria” is a perpetual award and is to be given to the team or
group of individuals who demonstrate the best team spirit. The award was
given to honor Gloria McPherson, who began the competition 14 years ago.
Congratulations to Bernardus Lodge, winners of the first annual award.

Congratulations to Julie Weaver from the Lodge at Pebble Beach for her fine
napkin folding expertise and winning the General Manager’s competition.
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Thanks for the support of Corporate Kids and My Museum who kept the
younger audience occupied. Of course, DJ Derek Brown rocked everyone
else with his great tunes.  We all felt adequately supported by Monterey Bay
Urgent Care. And the Monterey Fairgrounds staff were a big help.

There are so many participants in this glorious day, and it would not be
possible without the support of volunteers. These are some of the key
players: Paula Calvetti, Michelle Knight, Gill Campbell, Ken Lofink, Francine
Sullivan , Jeanne Sumners, John Lloyd, Bob Lippi, Carol Chorbajian,
Marietta Bain, Mike Oprish, Sheriff Mike Kanalakis, Chris Chidlaw, Bonnie
Adams, Vicki Tackett, Gloria George, Sondra Woods, Georgette Cash, Tom
Glasure, Cathy Sampognaro, Monica Moore, Mike Bekker, Gloria
McPherson, John Turner, and myself Gerard Mattimoe.

Thank you to all of the volunteers not listed. 

Please let us know how we can improve the day, and get ready to volunteer
in June 2011. 

Many thanks
Gerard Mattimoe, 
Glastonbury, Inc Audio Visual Event Specialists 831 583 0880
Paula Calvetti, Hyatt Regency Monterey Hotel and Spa on Del Monte Golf
Course 831 372 1234

For more information, contact Bonnie Adams, Executive Director, Monterey
County Hospitality Association at 626-8636 or email info@mcha.net.

Click for official results
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EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION DAY
 

14th ANNUAL EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION DAY 
May 25, 2010 MONTEREY COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Official Results
click for pdf copy

FIRST PLACE: Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa

Click for 2010 photo log/pictures
Copyright ©2009 D.M. Troutman All rights reserved

More EAD photos (2009) at  DMT Imaging

Great effort by everyone who participated. Thank you for supporting MCHA's
Employee Appreciation Day.
 
  1st Place:  2nd Place: 3rd Place: 

Overall  Winner Monterey Plaza Hotel &
Spa The Clement Monterey Bernardus Lodge

       

Bell Staff Hyatt Regency
Monterey 

Monterey Plaza Hotel &
Spa Carmel Valley Ranch

  Ryan Zenda Dillon Roach Ian Mattiace

  Brian Gorges John Segovia Chris Franks

       

Napkin Folding The Clement Monterey Monterey Plaza Hotel &
Spa Portola Hotel & Spa

2 Way tie for 
3rd place

April Lettman Michelle Cardinalli Stacie Tarantino

    Bernardus Lodge 
Franziska Haala

Food & Beverage Portola Hotel & Spa The Clement Monterey Monterey Plaza Hotel &
Spa

  2 Way tie for 
 1st Place 

Isaac Fernandez James Helton     Alfredo Ortiz

Juan Carlos April Lettman Javier Joachin

http://mcha.net/EAD/2010%20EAD%20Winners.pdf
http://mcha.net/EAD/Images/MCHA%20EAD-082.jpg
http://mcha.net/EAD/Images/MCHA%20EAD-075.jpg
http://mcha.net/EAD/Images/MCHA%20EAD-006.jpg
http://mcha.net/EAD/Images/MCHA%20EAD-018.jpg
http://mcha.net/EAD/Images/MCHA%20EAD-041.jpg
http://dmtimaging.com/mchaemployeeapreciationday2010.htm
http://dmtimaging.com/mchaemployeeappreciationday2009/index.html
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Bartender – Old
Fashioned

Monterey Plaza Hotel &
Spa Portola Hotel & Spa Bernardus Lodge

Anna Vindiola Janie Vasquez Matt Huffman

       

Bartender
Specialty

Monterey Plaza Hotel &
Spa

The Clement Monterey  Bernardus Lodge

 3 way tie for 
 1st  place

Anna Vindiola Bradley O’Roarke Alicia Blount

       

Bed making Monterey Plaza Hotel &
Spa Inn @ Spanish Bay The Clement Monterey

  Amparo Cruz Lorena Lopez Sarvia Navarro

  Mariana Romero. Maria Rubio Elena Perez

       

Chili Cook-off Monterey Plaza Hotel &
Spa

Hyatt Regency
Monterey Bernardus Lodge

  Alejandro Hermandez Cruz Jose Nicasio Anna Steege

       

Soccer Portola Hotel & Spa
       

General Manager
Napkin Folding
Contest

Lodge @ Pebble Beach Hyatt Regency
Monterey

Portola Hotel & Spa 

  Julie Weaver Mark Bastis Janine Chicourrat

The “Gloria”: Team Spirit Award Bernardus Lodge

 click for pdf copy

Sponsored bY MCHA
MontereY CoUntY HospitalitY Association
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July 2010 NEWS & HAPPENINGS
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Click for PDF copy

4-Aug Executive Committee Meeting 8:30 AM Hyatt Regency Monterey
5-Aug Government Affairs Committee 8:30 AM The Clement
10-Aug Board of Directors Meeting         10:00 AM Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca
10-Aug General Membership Luncheon 11:30 AM Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca
20-Aug MCBPAC Fundraiser 6:30 PM Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa
1-Sep Executive Committee Meeting 8:30 AM Hyatt Regency Monterey
2-Sep Government Affairs Committee 8:30 AM The Clement
14-Sep Board of Directors Meeting  8:30 AM Monterey Bay Aquarium
29-Sep Food Safety Education Seminar 8:30 AM The Clement
6-Oct Executive Committee Meeting 8:30 AM Hyatt Regency Monterey
7-Oct Government Affairs Committee 8:30 AM The Clement
12-Oct Board of Directors Meeting 10:00 AM Quail Lodge
12-Oct General Membership Lunch 11:30 AM Quail Lodge
21-Oct MCHA Annual Golf Tournament 11:30 Bayonet Blackhorse
2-Nov Hospitality Recognition Lunch Noon Monterey Conference Center
3-Nov Executive Committee Meeting 8:30 AM Hyatt Regency Monterey
4-Nov Government Affairs Committee 8:30 AM The Clement
9-Nov Board of Directors Meeting  8:30 AM Rancho Canada
1-Dec Board of Directors Retreat 7:30 AM tbd

©2009 MCHA • P.O. Box 223542 • Carmel,  California 93922 • Phone 831-626-8636 • Fax 831-626-4269 • info@mcha.net
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